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51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—52 in a flash, in 

the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised 

imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the 

imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with the 

imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: 

“Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 

55 “Where, O death, is your victory?  

Where, O death, is your sting?” 

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us 

the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
58 Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give 

yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in 

vain. 

  

Grace and peace to you from God our Father,  

who gives life to the dead, and calls things that are not as though they were.  Amen. 

 

There are three big intangibles that we’ve been talking about  these past few weeks, three things 

which everyone needs to see life better: a sense of value; the understanding that wisdom brings; and the 

feeling of accomplishment that comes with achieving a purpose.  Each human being needs those three 

things to be happy—to see life in the best light possible.  We need them because that is the kind of 

creatures God created us to be.  And that means God knows.  He knows we need those things and, even 

better, He offers them to us.  Over the last few weeks we’ve been learning about how God brings us 

those three basic needs through something called discipleship.  To be a disciple of Jesus—a disciple of 

God—also means three things: it means we worship Him, we study Him, and we serve Him.  The three 

parts of our logo help us remember those areas of discipleship (see image below).   

The Bethlehem star reminds us of the wise men who came to worship Jesus.  When we worship 

God and proclaim all of the amazing things He’s done, we’re reminded of how much He loves us and 

how greatly He values us not only as our Creator, but as our Redeemer and our Sanctifier.  When we 

worship God as His disciples, He shows us how much we are worth to Him.   

There is a God who loves you so deeply that He gave up His life for you so that you could 

belong to Him.  News that amazing has an effect on us.  It causes us to say, “Really?  Well then, I’d like 

to know more about this God!” and so we study.  The open Bible on our logo reminds us that God’s 

Word is our primary source for learning about Him.  The more we study the Bible, the more we see that 

it doesn’t just tell about God and what He has done to save us, it tells us about His will for our lives—

His plan for us both in this life and the life to come.  When we study God as His disciples, He gives us 

an understanding of how our lives fit into the big picture of His eternal plan of salvation, and the He 

gives us the wisdom to make decisions according to His will—decisions which, ultimately, will lead to 

happier lives for you me. 



But it isn’t enough just having the knowledge of what God has done for me, and the wisdom to 

see who He wants me to be.  We can study and study so that our understanding grows and grows but 

finally, we have to act.  So, the last piece of our logo, the mountain background, reminds us of this 

region, this community, that we live in.  And not just where we live, but what God has called us to do 

here.  Because, finally, God knows that we need a sense of purpose, and more than that, we need to feel 

that we’re accomplishing a purpose.  So today as we consider that, I’d like to look at a passage from the 

end of 1 Corinthians 15.  You may be familiar with this chapter of the Bible, it’s one that we often read 

from on Easter.  It’s known as the great Resurrection chapter of the Bible.   

Now, it’s been said that the doctrine of the resurrection of Jesus is the heart of Christianity.  If 

you could disprove the resurrection—show that Jesus didn’t rise from the dead—then all of Christianity 

would fall to pieces because it all flows into and out from that one central point, that Jesus rose from the 

dead after dying for our sins.  So, the Apostle Paul lays it all out here in 1 Corinthians 15.  He tells us 

how he received the doctrine of the resurrection of Jesus from the resurrected Jesus Himself.  Then he 

points us to Peter and the apostles and the five hundred some other witnesses who saw Jesus after He 

had risen. He goes on to draw the connection between Jesus’ resurrection and our resurrections.  If Jesus 

rose, then we will too, because it was Jesus who promised while He was alive, I am the Resurrection 

and the life.  The one who believes in Me will live, even though they die (Jn 11:25).  Now, if Jesus 

rose from the dead, that means He is God and that means He has the power to remain true to His Word. 

After that, Paul gets into some pretty cool stuff.  He gives us an idea of what our resurrected 

bodies are going to be like.  The long and short of it?  Our resurrected bodies will be way better than the 

bodies we have now.  Our bodies now are cursed by sin, our bodies then will be perfect and glorious.  

Our old bodies are weak, our new bodies will be powerful.  These bodies are mortal and perishable, 

those bodies are immortal and imperishable. 

And the lesson we heard earlier today tells us how that is all possible.  The problem with the 

bodies we have now, the reason they die, the reason they have weaknesses and imperfections, is sin.  

Because we are sinful and born under the curse of sin we have bodies that are cursed by sin—they are 

weak; they are perishable; they die.  But Jesus has won victory over sin.  With His death on the cross He 

paid the punishment for sin.  He has done away with the curse of sin.  Because Jesus died and rose again 

He has the power to give us perfect, glorious, immortal bodies just as He has promised to do.   

So on the Last Day, when that trumpet sounds, those who have died in Christ will be raised from 

the dead, and together with them those of us who are still living will all be given those new and glorious 

bodies.  In a flash, Paul says, in the twinkling of an eye, we will all be changed. And then the saying 

that is written will come true, “Death has been swallowed up in victory!” 

 

“But Pastor, I thought we were supposed to be talking about purpose, and accomplishment, and 

serving today.  What does the doctrine of the resurrection have to do with any of that?  Why choose this 

chapter to look at today?  Why not the Ten Commandments, the parable of the Good Samaritan, the 

Great Commission, or Jesus washing the disciples’ feet?”   

 

Maybe you were wondering that.  Maybe not.  I’ll answer it either way.  Do you remember 

Thomas?  Doubting Thomas, as we sometimes like to call him.  When Jesus rose on Easter and then 

appeared to His disciples later that day, Thomas wasn’t with them.  And then when they found him and 

told him that they had seen Jesus alive, he didn’t believe it.  But why didn’t he believe?  Was it doubt or 

was it confidence?  Maybe it was a little of both.  You see I think Thomas was very confident.  He was 

confident that Jesus was dead.  He had lived his whole life with the ruling philosophy that dead equals 

dead. 



And if Jesus was dead, then what did that leave Thomas with?  If the man he had trusted and 

followed was gone, then he was a fool; he was a failure; he was back to being the same worthless sinner 

he had been before Jesus had found him those three years ago.  That’s what all the disciples had been 

feeling, remember?  John tells us they were all hiding out of fear, tucked away in rooms with locked 

doors after Jesus died.   

Without Jesus—without the worth He shows us we have or the wisdom that He gives through 

His Word—the only purpose we have is to look out for ourselves.  And when we live our lives looking 

out for ourselves, just trying to do whatever is best for me, then we still have a problem.  Dead still 

equals dead.  And if my whole life revolves around serving myself, then when I’m faced with death or 

when I when I think about death any sense of accomplishment I have goes right out the window.  

Because then what’s the point?  Without Jesus, anything you’ve accomplished for yourself, once you 

die, is gone.  It’s meaningless.  That doesn’t much for our motivation; it doesn’t give us much reason to 

keep on going; it doesn’t paint life in the brightest of colors, does it? 

And that’s why the resurrection is so important.  A week later Jesus came back, and this time, 

Thomas was there.  Jesus walked up to him and said, “Put your fingers here, Thomas, see my hands.  

Reach out your hand and put it into my side.  Stop doubting, Thomas.  Believe.”  “My Lord,” 

Thomas cried out, “My God!” (Jn 20:26-28). 

Everything was different then for Thomas.  Dead no longer meant dead.  Jesus was alive!  And 

Thomas was alive now in a way that he had never been before.  His Lord, His Master, was alive and that 

meant his life’s purpose was to serve.  Jesus had done away with sin, taken the stinger right out of the 

beast.  Dying no longer held the threat it had under sin.  Dying now meant going on to be with Jesus.  

Rather than stripping life’s accomplishments of any meaning that they had, death was now the doorway 

into heaven where he would be rewarded all that he accomplished! 

 

The doctrine of the resurrection—the fact that Jesus rose from the dead and that on the Last Day 

He will raise us too, together with all believers—that changes everything.  It shapes us.  It directs us.  It 

gives us purpose.  The Apostle Paul give us 1 Corinthians 15, the great resurrection chapter of the Bible.  

He summarizes all of the glorious truths of that wonderful, central truth of God’s Word and then after 

fifty-seven beautiful, gospel-filled verses he cuts to the chase in verse fifty-eight.  Christ is risen (and 

here are all of the lovely truths that that entails), THERFORE, my dear brothers and sisters, stand 

firm.  Let nothing move you.  If there is anyone teaching anything that is contrary to this doctrine of 

the resurrection or any of the other teachings of Jesus and His apostles and prophets, don’t have 

anything to do with it.  Hold fast to this gospel message: that Christ died for our sins according to the 

Scriptures, that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day (1 Cor 15:3-4).  And 

believing in that gospel, with faith that Jesus is your Lord and your God, always give yourselves fully 

to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 

 

Here’s where we go to the Ten Commandments to see how God wants us to live.  This is where 

we listen to Jesus’ teachings like the parable of the Good Samaritan, where He tells us to love our 

neighbors as ourselves and the Great Commission where He instructs us to go tell others about the 

salvation He brings.  Or we can look to love that He modeled when He got down on His knees and 

washed the disciples feet, or better yet, the day after that when He got up on a cross to win that victory 

over sin for them by dying in their place.   

Once the doctrine of resurrection is clear and we see with the eyes of faith that Jesus who is risen 

is our Lord and our God, then we don’t have far to look to find the ways in which we can serve Him (we 

have only to look to His Word, where He tells us!), even how we can serve Him here, in the Shenandoah 



Valley, in our own local communities.  When we serve God as His disciples He gives us purpose, and 

along with it the promise of the greatest sense of accomplishment: When the Son of Man, the King, 

comes in His glory, He will say to [you], well done, My good and faithful servant, come and share 

in your Master’s happiness.  Come, you who are blessed by My Father; take your inheritance, the 

kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.  Because what you have done for the 

least of these, you did for Me. 

And so we serve, because that’s the purpose God has given us, and that’s how He promises to 

give us that sense of accomplishment we need to see life better.  Go ahead and serve until you’re so 

worn out that you can’t keep on going and you have to stop and rest.  God’s got that covered too.  We 

come back to worship where we find that rest which we need the most: the spiritual rest that comes with 

the news that we are worth so much to God that He sent His Son to take away our sins so that we could 

live with Him forever.   

And so the cycle starts over.  Worship.  Study.  Serve.  Rinse and repeat.  It’s the life as disciples 

that God calls us to.  A life which He gives us so that we can see life better.  Amen. 

 

He who has begun a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


